Dr. WILFRID Fox said he saw a similar case in appearance, but of much wider distribution. The patient came from the North Polar region, where, presumably, he had no chance of acquiring venereal disease. Twice there was a negative reaction to Wassermann, and strong anti-syphilitic treatment produced no effect. X-rays did him a little good for the time being, but gave no permanent result. Cataphoresis of zinc and copper was also tried, but without any marked effect. The only treatment which appeared to be of any use, and which eventually cured the case, was that of extensive scraping and excision of the undermined edges, which was carried out by Mr. Jaifrey. Dr. Fox believed it was a case of septic granuloma.
Mr. McDoNAGH said he cut a piece out of this case and examined it microscopically. He found plasma-cells, the arrangement of which differed from that usually met with in a syphilitic lesion. He had also done the von Pirquet reaction and a Moro test, which were negative. There was also no reaction after tuberculin. He had grown a fungus from the present case, but as he had not yet worked it out properly, he could not say more about it.
Case of Tropho-neurotic (?) Separation of Nails.
THE patient is a rather delicately built but fairly healthy looking married woman, aged 36. About three months ago the nails of all her fingers began to separate from their beds and deep transverse grooves -an exaggerated form of "Beau's' lines"-appeared, which now separate the distal (more or less cast off) portions of the nails from the irregular and badly formed proximal portions (that is to say, the newly developing nails). About the same time (i.e., about three months ago) that the nails began to separate a cutaneous eruption appeared on the hands and fingers, which has continued since then. This eruption consists of spreading circular or oval patches of erythema, accompanied by the formation of bullie. It tends to heal in the centre of the patches, and to advance slowly in curved lines at the periphery. It has been accompanied by a good deal of itching. The illustration shows the condition of the finger-nails and a little of the eruption on the hands.
Somewhat later many of the toe-nails, especially of the left foot, began to be affected in a similar way, but to a lesser degree. Transverse grooves (like " Beau's lines ") have appeared on the affected toe-nails, but there is very little separation of the nails from their beds. The first four toe-nails of the left foot and the first two of the right foot are thus affected.
There is no cutaneous eruption on the feet or any part of the body excepting, as stated, on the hands. The patient has generally enjoyed fair health, and *has never previously suffered from any affection of the nails, nor does she know of the occurrence of any similar affection in her family. Examination of the thorax and abdomen and of the urine shows nothing abnormal. The Wassermann sero-reaction gives a negative result. Decided improvement in the eruption on the hands has taken place under internal treatment, first by Easton's syrup and then by small doses of arsenic, with the local application of simple boric acid ointment.
Tropho-neurotic separation of the nails.
The affection seems to be a kind of tropho-neurosis. [The bullous nature of the eruption on the hands can scarcely be taken to suggest a relationship with epidermolysis bullosa.] In regard to mental worry as a possible factor in the wetiology, there has been nothing to distress her, she says, except that her husband has been sometimes out of work lately. During the last four months, however, that is to say, for a time covering the whole duration of the nail affection, her menstrual periods have been irregular, 'and have recurred at much shorter intervals than they used to. The knee-jerks are decidedly excessive, as they are in many "highly strung" neurasthenic individuals.
